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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF SAINT MARY  

43 Foreside Road, Falmouth, Maine 04105 

(207) 781-3366 / smary@smary.org / www.smary.org 
 
 

Our Leader: The Lord Jesus Christ 

Our Presiding Bishop: The Most Rev. Michael Curry  
Our Bishop: The Right Rev. Thomas Brown 

Our Rector: The Rev. Nathan Ferrell 
Our Deacon: The Rev. Christine Bennett 

Our Organist and Choirmaster: Bruce Fithian 
Our Director of Christian Formation: Megan Akers 

Our Parish Manager: Beth Shaw 

Our Ministers: All baptized members!   
 

  

8 November 2020  

The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
 

10:30 AM:  The Holy Eucharist 
Live-streamed at  www.facebook.com/ChurchofSaintMary/live  
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WELCOME TO EVERYONE WHO HAS GATHERED THIS MORNING! 
Even though we are only gathered virtually now over the internet, it is GOOD for us 

to be together at this time, because GOD has made us one in Christ. 
 

• Holy Communion will be shared in our celebration today. Everyone at 
home is encouraged to have bread and wine on hand as we pray the Eucharistic 
prayer. When the Presider lifts up the Bread and Wine and prays over them, 
asking that they become the Body and Blood of Christ for us, everyone at home is 
invited to do the same. In this way, although separated by physical distance, we 
will share together in the grace of Holy Communion at the same time and in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, for whom physical distance is no hindrance.  

 
 

 

• Tithes and Offerings are still needed to support the ministry and mission 
of our parish community. Please consider making an online donation at our 
website (www.smary.org), through your own bank’s bill pay procedures online, or on 
your phone through VENMO (search for @Churchof-SaintMary). Whatever your 
situation, please prayerfully consider your place in supporting the mission of God in 
this world with the resources entrusted to your care. Everything at your disposal is a 
gift of God’s grace.  

 

 

 

10:30 AM – The HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

Prelude:   Von Gott will ich nicht lassen                                    Dietrich Buxtehude  

Liturgy of the Word 

Welcome and Opening Acclamation       BCP p.355  

   Presider:      Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People:        And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Prayer for Perfect Love  

http://www.smary.org/
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Song of Praise: Come, thou font of every blessing  The Hymnal 686 
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Collect of the Day   

 Presider: The Lord be with you 
 People: And also with you 
  Let us pray 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works 
of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, 
having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes 
again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and 
glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Reading: From St. Paul’s letter to the Church in Philippi   (Philippians 4:1-9) 

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 
stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche 
to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal 
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of 
the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names 
are in the book of life. 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard 
and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

  The Word of the Lord.  
 People:  Thanks be to God.  

Response:  Psalm 70   prayed responsively at the asterisk BCP p. 682 

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 
O Lord, make haste to help me. 
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Let those who seek my life be ashamed and altogether dismayed; * 
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune  
draw back and be disgraced. 

Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me turn back, * 
because they are ashamed. 

Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * 
let those who love your salvation say for ever, "Great is the Lord!" 

But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 
come to me speedily, O God. 

You are my helper and my deliverer; * 
O Lord, do not tarry. 

Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew  (25:1-13) 

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but 
the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of 
them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is 
the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and 
trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for 
our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for 
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 
you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor 
the hour.” 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon Nathan Ferrell 

Nicene Creed  (all stand and proclaim the Creed together) BCP p. 358 

Prayers of the People:  Form VI  BCP p. 392  
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Peace:  The peace of Christ be always with you.  

   People: And also with you       

Liturgy of the Table 

Offertory Hymn: Let all mortal flesh keep silence The Hymnal 324 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Thanksgiving:  Eucharistic Prayer A                         BCP p. 361 
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Lord’s Prayer   BCP p. 364 

Breaking of the Bread  BCP p. 364 

Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God setting by Jeffrey Smith    sung by Bruce Fithian 

Communion Music:  Vater Unser im Himmelreich                 Dietrich Buxtehude 
(Our Father in heaven) 

Communion of all God’s People  

Prayer of Thanks and Mission (all stand or kneel as desired)    BCP p. 365 

Blessing of God’s People 

Mission Hymn:  Before thy throne, O God, we kneel The Hymnal 574 
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Announcements:  Opportunities for Ministry and Mission 

Dismissal: The People respond:  Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia! 

Postlude:  Carillon  Malcolm Archer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Music note: 

The prelude and postlude today are chorale preludes by Dietrich Buxtehude based 
on a Lutheran hymn similar to our hymn 635 (If thou but trust in God to guide 
thee).  The hymn takes its opening line from Psalm 73:23, emphasizing a mutual 
bond between God and believer as well as addressing God's protection and the 
Christian themes of overcoming death, and salvation through Jesus. The prelude 
is a serene setting, whereas the postlude is much more dramatic, echoing the 
sentiments of God’s strength. Text: 
 

I shall not abandon God for he does not abandon me, 
he leads me on the right way, where I would otherwise go far astray, 

he reaches out his hand to me. 
Morning and evening he takes good care of me 

 
 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given  
in loving memory of Stephen Ryder, Burt Mendlin, 

Helen & Edward Ryder, and Anne & Heinrich Asendorf 
 


